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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitl ed and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Corporation Comm ssion, 1200 West Washi ngt on
Street, Phoenix, Arizona, commencing at 3:00 p.m on July

31, 2023. Al parties attended via tel econference.

BEFCORE: ADAM STAFFCORD, Chai r man

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

CROCKETT LAW GROUP, PLLC

By: Jeffrey Wbb Crockett

2198 Canel back Road, Suite 305
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85016

Al so Present:

Jeffrey Durocher, Avangrid Renewabl es

Trey Hadl ey, Avangrid Renewabl es

Tyl er Hof f buhr, Avangrid Renewabl es

Justin Mner, Tetra Tech

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Stafford
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now is the time set for the prehearing
conference for CEC 222, Aurora Sol ar Cbed Meadow Gen-Ti e
Project. |'ll take appearances, please.

MR CROCKETT: M nane is Jeff Crockett.
|''m here representing the applicant Aurora Solar, LLGC
and with ne on the call are Tyl er Hoffbuhr and Trey
Hadl ey, who are with Aurora Sol ar, and Justin M ner --
sorry, Mner -- who is our consultant on this project.

CHWN STAFFORD: | see a Jeffrey Durocher as
well on the |ine.

MR DURCCHER: Yes, |I'mhere with the
applicant as well.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. Thank you.

So let's go through the list here. You
have nmade | odgi ng arrangenents for the commttee nenbers
for the Great America.

MR CROCKETT: Little Anerica. Yes, we
have. | think we're all set on that. And, Justin,
think -- have we now heard back from everyone?

MR M NER  Everyone except Menber R chins.
| do not have himconfirmed as in person, but |I do have a
roomreserved for him

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. | haven't seen any
requests to intervene.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR, CROCKETT: There have been none filed
in the docket nor have | had anyone reach out to ne that
they intend to intervene.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR CROCKETT: | did -- by the way,
Chairman, | did talk to Linda Benally at APS back
before -- about the tine we filed the application, and
she indicated that APS probably would not be intervening
in the case or participating.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Now, you agree the
time limt is, for the commttee to act, is Decenber 20th
of 2023; that's the correct tine frane under the statute,
correct?

MR, CROCKETT: Yes, we agree.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And | see you fil ed
your notices to the affected jurisdictions.

MR CROCKETT: Yes. W sent certified mail
to the five nenbers of the Navajo County Board of
Supervisors and the clerk. That is the one affected
jurisdiction in this proceedi ng.

CHWN STAFFORD: Correct. You've also
publ i shed in the Tribune of Hol brook, Snowfl ake/ Tayl or,
and W nsl ow.

MR CROCKETT: Correct. W did that on two
consecuti ve Wednesdays.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: What about the sign
postings? | didn't see anything you filed having to do
with the posting of the signs.

MR CROCKETT: Yes, the signs -- the signs
were posted on, | believe, July the 17th. Justin can
correct ne if I'mwong on that.

MR MNER It was the norning of the 18th
that they were install ed.

MR CROCKETT: Ckay. Morning of the 18th,
there were signs at two |ocations al ong Ghed Road and
they -- they have been up since that tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. GCkay. All
right. So the notices have been conplied wth.

Do you have -- have you reviewed the
agenda? Do you have any objections or additions?

MR CROCKETT: No, it looks |like the
standard agenda for a line siting case.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. All right. And the
hearing, we're all set to go on Monday, the 7th, correct?

MR CROCKETT: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: And how Il ong -- you
antici pate bei ng done by Tuesday or Wdnesday?

MR CROCKETT: | expect we'll be done on
Tuesday, assuming that we don't take a tour. |If you' ve
had a chance to |look at the itinerary, it's about a
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four-hour roundtrip. And so if we do that, that would
be, I would assune, Tuesday norning. Even at that, we
probably -- | expect that we would get to the drafting of
the CEC in the afternoon, and probably would wap up
on -- on Tuesday. W haven't -- we've had very --

MR MNER Jeff -- Jeff, can | interject?

MR CROCKETT: Pl ease.

MR MNER | have the tour bus schedul ed
for Wednesday norning at 9:00 a.m Do you want nme to
change that to Tuesday norning at 9:00 a.m as their

tentati ve date?

MR CROCKETT: | -- 1| believe we should do
t hat .

Chairman Stafford, do you agree?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, because if we're going
to do a tour, we'll nost likely do it that Tuesday. W

don't want to hang around until Wdnesday to take a tour
i f everything el se woul d be done by that date.

MR MNER M apologies. 1'lIl do the best
| can to get that reservati on changed to Tuesday.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, I'm-- please do, but
|"'minclined not to do a tour. Even howit's already in
a pretty developed area in terns of transm ssion |ines,
the Cholla plant's right there, and it's like 78 mles
fromthe view points to the hotel where we'll be having
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the hearing, so -- yeah, | nean, we'll leave it to the
will of the commttee. But |I'minclined to say a tour
w || not be necessary.

Agai n, once we see the virtual tour you
present, we'll nmake that call. But just because of the
shear tine -- the tinme franme for four hours, it seens
pretty | engthy.

Now, you'll have sign-in forns, | assune,
for public comrent --

MR CROCKETT: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- if anyone shows up?

MR CROCKETT: W wll.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now, on those forns do you
have a -- 1'd ask to make sure it has a "Check this box
if you wish to speak," because sonetines people will sign
in and not wish to speak.

MR CROCKETT: W -- we actually haven't

drafted the formyet, but we'll make sure that we've
got -- it wll be nane, address, contact information,
like an e-mail, and then a box to check if they would

li ke to speak.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Fair. Yeah, because
' ve had that happen before where they didn't have that
box, and | started calling people and they did not intend
t o speak.
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All right. There won't be any need for
security at the hearing, | assune?

MR CROCKETT: We don't believe so. W did
have one or two snarky coments that canme in that you'l
see in the summary of public outreach efforts, but | -- |
don't think -- | don't see any need for security.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. You'll have the
public coment session at 5:30 on Monday. And then
you'll have a virtual tour, correct, to put on?

MR CROCKETT: Correct. W'Ill have a
virtual tour simlar to others that you' ve seen in |ine
siting cases.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And | think we said
at prefiling that you' d have the sane AV conpany and W Fi
and presentation materials will all be ready to be put
on?

MR CROCKETT: That's correct. |It's Peak
Audi 0. And Flagstaff is actually their hone base, so
they're -- they're happy to be doing one |ocally.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, that will be nice.

Ckay. Now, conpliance with procedura
order, you filed that Friday, didn't you?

MR CROCKETT: Well, we filed it first
thi ng this norning.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thi s norni ng.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR CROCKETT: So what we filed this
nor ni ng were copies of the wtness sunmmaries for our four
witnesses that will testify as a panel. W submtted the
two draft CECs. There's a CEG1 and CECG-2. CEC-2 wi |
cover that part of the gen-tie we | ocated on APS
property, and it will be transferred to them when -- when
the construction of the line is conplete.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR. CROCKETT: Then the other things we
i ncluded were the route tour itinerary and nmap, and then
the summary of public outreach efforts, which will be
presented at the hearing as an exhibit.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Now, for the nam ng
of the exhibits, do you want to -- what's your
preferred --

MR, CROCKETT: You know, the procedural
order said OM1, OM 2, for Cbed Meadow. That's fine with
us. That's the way we've naned themup to this point.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

All right. You've taken care of the
financial arrangenents with the Comm ssion?

MR CROCKETT: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. GOkay. Now,
Staff's been notified, they filed their letter in the
docket, | want to say here --

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR, CROCKETT: It was filed Thursday.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- Thursday.

Yes. And | know that they said that they
have not received the System | npact Study; has that been
conpl et ed?

MR CROCKETT: It has not. And, Chairnman
Stafford, we provided a data response to Conm ssion Staff
on this. Let ne just read it to you, it's just one
par agraph, and then we can just discuss this briefly. It
says, "A System | npact Study is pending. Aurora Sol ar
filed an i nterconnection request with APS on March 26,
2020. The APS System I npact Study results were
originally schedul ed for Septenber 20, '22; however, APS
notified Aurora Sol ar in Septenber 2022 that the System
| npact Study results would be delayed until March 20,
2023. Then Aurora Solar was notified by APS in
March 2023 that the results woul d be del ayed until My
2023. I n May 2023, Aurora was notified by APS that the
results would be delayed until Septenber 2023."

So we' ve been working on getting the System
| npact Study done for quite a long tinme. CObviously,

Comm ssion Staff has not nade a finding on safety or
reliability, because they didn't have an inpact study to
| ook at.

W -- what we intend to do is present sone

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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evi dence at the hearing on -- on this issue, and the fact
that, you know, we're -- we're replacing -- well, as you
know, the Cholla units are being -- are being shut down.

Sone have al ready been shut down, the others are planned,
and so there will be availability capacity at that Cholla
Substation. So we're stepping in and taking advant age of
t hat capacity.

So it's really inconceivable that there
woul d be an issue by the tine we get there with APS, but
it's out of our hands when that -- that interconnection
study will be done. And I think, as you' re aware, |
think that they've been struggling to keep up with these
and it's not an isolated problemfor Aurora.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. All right. You' ve
sent the draft CECs. [|I'mgoing to tell you now that you
have it labeled as CEC-1 and 2; | |like to typically nane
t hem CEC- 222A and B.

MR. CROCKETT: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: So we can address that at
the hearing. |1'mjust giving you the heads up, that's
not the way | prefer to nunber them so it's not CEC1
of, you know -- so it's all right there in the title.

MR CROCKETT: Yeah, that makes sense.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then what do you
plan to use for your Exhibit A the maps for the CECs?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR CROCKETT: Well, those are attached to
what was docketed this norning. So there's -- there's
one map for the segnent that would be covered under A and
a second map for the segnent B. And, Chairman Stafford,
when you | ook at the map for B, it covers the entire --
basically the entire Cholla Substation property as a
corridor.

We don't know what APS's -- they -- because
t hey haven't finished their System | npact Study, they
haven't responded to us in terns of an alignnent getting
into the substation, so we're going to need the
flexibility to nove within that APS property to get into
the substation. So the CEC-1 corridor, we have al ready
secured the right-of-way for that fromthe | andowner that
is providing the |land where the solar project will be
| ocated, so we know exactly where that's going to go.
It's a 150-foot right-of-way. W' ve asked for a
1000-foot corridor just in case sonething cones up that
we've got to shift the line to m ss sonethi ng.

But as far as the APS part, we still don't
know what that's going to look |like, and so we're asking
for a corridor that's effectively the entire substation
property.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Yeah, that makes sense. |t
will allow APS to put it anywhere they need to inside the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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fence |ine.

MR. CROCKETT: Right.

CHWN STAFFORD: So any |l ocation inside the
fence line, the margin of inpact would be the sane, |
woul d assurne.

MR, CROCKETT: Well, and it's interesting,
| nmean, this is a discussion for another day, but | was
ki nd of thinking about whether or not you even need a CEC
for the part of the line that's within the fence line on
APS' s substation property. But anyway, we're -- that's
how we' re handling it in this case.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah. Well, | nean, when
you | ook at the applications for the line, the entire
I ine would need a CEC, but, yeah, | think once it gets
inside the fence line, where it actually is positioned is
pretty flexible. It doesn't need to be -- | nean, they
could put it anywhere they want that best acconmbdates
their needs to --

MR. CROCKETT: Yeah, that's the way we | ook
at it too.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Permt status,
you al ready have the special use permt, but that's for
the --

MR CROCKETT: That's for the site, the
sol ar site.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: That's for the site, but
there's not one required for the line itself?

MR CROCKETT: | don't believe the line
requi res any kind of county approval, does it? Can
soneone fromny teamrespond to that?

MR MNER Yeah, that is correct. There
IS no special permt or special use permt required for
the line or the substation. They're a permtted use
under their current zoning.

CHWN STAFFORD: That's what | thought. |
just wanted to confirm So you've already got the
special use permt at the site, | had that witten down
fromthe first --

MR CROCKETT: Yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- and so, yeah.

And there's no NEPA process?

MR, CROCKETT: No NEPA process, correct.
We're going to need to cross the Burlington-Nort hern-
Santa Fe railroad |lines, and we've got to work that out
with them But | think that's it.

CHWN STAFFORD: That doesn't require any
federal permtting, or anything, does it?

MR CROCKETT: | don't believe so, no.

Justin, is that true?

15

MR M NER: That' s true. It will be aline

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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right-of-way or line crossing permt with the railroad,
wthin the realty division.

The reason why we're waiting on that is it
is on APS property as well, so we don't know quite where
our line is crossing the railroad at this tine.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Gkay. All right.

Now, for the commttee nenbers, you'll have
virtual notebooks on the tablet with all the exhibits and
everything for them correct --

MR CROCKETT: W will

CHWN STAFFORD: -- applications, exhibits?

MR, CROCKETT: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Are there any
ot her issues? It seens |ike we've got everything -- all
our ducks in a row for this neeting to start on the 7th.

MR CROCKETT: | think we do.

Chairman Stafford, the only -- the only
thing that popped into ny head is, as | was getting ready
for this over the weekend, the hearing is being held at
the Little America, because that was the cl osest place
w th suitable accommbdations. But | realize Flagstaff is
in Coconino County, and our project is in Navajo County.
| don't think that's a problem | noticed that in the
Upstream case that you had recently that was in Santa
Cruz, or not Santa Cruz, La Paz County, they held the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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hearing in Maricopa County, because | think the sane
applied, there wasn't accompdati ons within the county.

CHWN STAFFORD: Correct.

MR, CROCKETT: So | assune you're okay with
having it at the Little Anerica?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. Yes. That's fine.

MR. CROCKETT: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD,  Ckay.

MR CROCKETT: W did have one or two
peopl e who commented that were conplaining a little bit
about having to go to Flagstaff for the hearing. But the
way we responded to that on social nedia was to nmake sure
peopl e knew there was going to be a virtual connection
that they could both watch the hearing and al so nake
public comment w thout having to drive to Flagstaff.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, a good use of nodern
t echnol ogy.

MR CROCKETT: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Great.

All right. Well, that's all | have.

Tod, is there anything el se we need to
cover ?

MR BREVWER | don't believe so,

M. Chairman. Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: M. Crockett, any final

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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t hought s?

MR. CROCKETT: No, other than |I'mactually
| ooking forward to being in Flagstaff in August and not
out at the Avondal e, you know, Garden Inn & Suites or
sonet hing, so this is great.

CHW STAFFORD: | agree. | agree.

Wth that, we shall conclude our prehearing
conference. W are adjourned. Thank you.

MR CROCKETT: Thank you.

(The hearing concluded at 3:19 p.m)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21254A-23-0184-00222 PREHEARING CONFERENCE 07/31/2023 19

STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical

obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACJA 7-206
()(1D)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoeni x, Arizona, this
1st day of August, 2023.

Wi Bk

ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

s D

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ
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