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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitl ed and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Corporation Comm ssion, 1200 West Washi ngt on
Street, Phoeni x, Arizona, commencing at 3:00 p.m on

June 15, 2023. All parties attended via tel econference.

BEFCORE: ADAM STAFFCORD, Chai r man

APPEARANCES:

For the Applicant:

CROCKETT LAW GROUP, PLLC

By: Jeffrey Wbb Crockett

2198 Canel back Road, Suite 305
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85016

Al so Present:

Trey Hadl ey, Avangrid Renewabl es

Tyl er Hof f buhr, Avangrid Renewabl es

Justin Mner, Tetra Tech

Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairman Stafford
Lisa dennie, dennie Reporting Services, LLC
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go on the record. Now is
the tine set for the prefiling conference for the Cbed
Metal s projects. Let's take appearances.

MR CROCKETT: Good afternoon, Chairman
Stafford. | amJeff Crockett of Crockett Law G oup,
PLLC. | amrepresenting the applicant or potenti al
applicant in this case, which is Aurora Sol ar, LLC
That's a subsidiary of Avangrid Renewables. And I'l|
just quickly nake sone introductions. W have on the
screen here Trey Hadl ey and Tyl er Hof f buhr, who are with
Avangrid, Justin Mner is the consultant on this case,
and his colleague is Krista Dearing, who may or nay not
join us here.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So have you
identified any potential intervenors?

MR CROCKETT: No, we have not. | have provided
information on the application to APS. W will be
connecting into the APS Chol | a Substati on outside of
Joseph City in Navajo County. So they are -- |'ve
provided themnotice. | don't know whet her or not they
wll be intervening, but we'll certainly update you on
that. Beyond that, we don't anticipate any intervenors.

CHWN STAFFORD: There hasn't been much interest
fromthe public, then?

MR CROCKETT: No, there hasn't. And at the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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appropriate tine I'll give you a little bit nore
background on the project.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So you've notified each
of the parties they coul d appear in person or by
t el ephone?

MR, CROCKETT: Well, we certainly wll ahead of
t he prehearing conference and the hearing. W
don't -- we haven't really identified any interested
parties. This project will be constructed entirely on
private land. And there's two pieces of this, one on
private land and one that will actually be inside the
fence at the APS Substati on.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MR CROCKETT: And we have a | andowner that is
obvi ously supportive of this, so we don't -- we don't
antici pate anyone el se bei ng invol ved.

CHWN STAFFCORD: All right. And we have --
you' ve provi ded three docunents --

MR CROCKETT: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- exhibits. Let's admt those.

(Exhibits 1 through 3 were adnmitted into

evi dence.)

MR CROCKETT: Yes, there's Prefiling 1, 2, and
3. Prefiling 1 is a map of the project. It shows the
project itself and the proposed gen-tie route. Prefiling

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Nunmber 2 is the notice that we woul d post on the signs.
And then Prefiling 3 is a map that shows the | ocations
where we woul d propose to post the signs.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Excell ent.

MR CROCKETT: So would you like ne to show you

the project and just briefly give you a little lay of the

| and?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes.

MR CROCKETT: So, Tyler, if you could put up
Prefiling 1.

MR MNER | can do that as well, if you would
li ke me to, Jeff.

MR, CROCKETT: OCh, I'msorry, | said "Tyler," |
meant -- | was |ooking at Justin and | said "Tyler."

MR MNER Yeah, no problem 1've got that.
Yeah, absolutely.

Are you able to see ny screen?

MR, CROCKETT: Not yet.

MR MNER OCh, I'"'msorry. |'mnot very
famliar with Zoom |I'mnuch nore famliar wth Teans.

MR CROCKETT: Ckay. There we go.

MR MNER  Ckay. Excellent.

MR CROCKETT: So Chairman Stafford, this --
this project, which we call Obed Meadow, is a
phot ovol tai c power plant, it's 200 -- let ne grab ny

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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notes -- we're talking --

MR M NER  200- negawatt, yes.

MR CROCKETT: -- 200-negawatts with potentially
200- nregawatts of storage on-site. Do you see the project
outlined in yellow? 1It's actually in two pieces that are
i nterconnected with a | ower voltage line that is not
jurisdictional, so we don't need a CEC for the piece --
the yellow | ine that connects the two pieces of property,
but we're proposing a 230kV gen-tie that woul d run east
fromthe project, and then northeast into the Cholla
Subst ati on.

So there's 2.54 mles of gen-tie that are
out si de the substation, and then when we get to the
substati on boundary, there is about a quarter of a mle
that is inside the fence line to the APS Substation. So
what we will be requesting is two CECs, one that will be
retai ned by Aurora Solar, and the other that will be
transferred to APS for the portion of the gen-tie | ocated
I nside the substation -- well, inside the project
boundary.

And, of course, you can see on the map that
there's -- there's a triangular piece that's to the
south, that's land that is owned by APS -- thank you,
Justin -- and then the Cholla Power Plant, which is a
coal fire power plant, and Cholla Substation are that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| arge project there north of the triangle.

And, as you can see, this -- this is south of
Joseph City, it is entirely in unincorporated Navajo
County, outside the city limts of Joseph City. There is
anot her project, which is the Hashknife Energy Center
project. The Line Siting Conmttee approved CECs for
that project in January of 2021. It is adjacent to our
project. It's the sane | andowner that is providing the
| and for both their project and our project. That
proj ect has not yet commenced construction, but, like I
said, it is -- it is kind of wapped around or adjacent
to the Cbed Meadow proj ect.

So there's already been a proceeding in this
area with CECs issued, nuch |Iike what we're proposing,
they -- they had two CECs, one for the portion that woul d
be owned by Hashkni fe and one for the part that's inside
the APS fence line, connecting to the APS substati on.

So | think those are the high points on the
project itself. |'m happy to answer any questions you
may have.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. So the only affected
jurisdiction is going to be Navaj o County?

MR CROCKETT: Correct. Wll, and there are --
there are BNSF railroad tracks that are running fromthe
sout heast to the northwest -- there we go -- where the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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cursor is showng, so we Wwll need to get perm ssion from
BNSF to cross the right of way there. But there are

al ready other power lines crossing the right of way, so
we don't anticipate that being an issue.

| will point out that while we have a specific
easenent for the gen-tie that we've negotiated wth the
| andowner that is outside of the APS property, we don't
have -- we don't have anything | ocked down from-- with
APS regarding getting fromthe point where we cross their
property line to the substation, which is, like | said, a
quarter of a mle inside the property line. So we're
goi ng to propose a corridor around the substation, nuch
like we did in the recent Bel nont case that. Again,
won't be an exclusive right, but it will give us
flexibility to work with APS to determ ne the best path
into the substation.

And I'Il just point -- one other thing that may
be of interest to you, because you've been involved in
the renewabl e space for quite a while, but, as you know,
the units at Cholla, the coal-fired units are being shut
down. And so this -- in fact, ny understanding is
Pacifi Corp has already -- or is it PacifiCorp that had
the third unit -- in any event, the third unit has
al ready cl osed down and then the other two are slated to
be shut down. So this -- these two renewabl e projects,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the bed Meadow and the Hashknife, are actually going

to -- they're going to utilize capacity at that Cholla
Substation that will becone avail abl e because the

coal -fired generation is going to go away. So this
project is actually, you know, necessary or needed in the
ar ea.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And then the next exhibit
is the Notice --

MR CROCKETT: So -- so this is the Notice that
we woul d post on the sign. As you can see, the diagram
to the left shows the project, and then the proposed
gen-tie route and corridor, so we're going to -- we've
got a 200-foot-w de right-of-way, but we're going to ask
for a corridor of a thousand feet wde, in which to run
t hat gen-tie.

And then the diagramto the right side, that is
showi ng -- you can see where the gen-tie on private |and
comes up to the APS property. The APS property around
the substation is shaded in gray, the |ighter gray.
That's the -- that's the corridor that we're going to
request around the APS substation. W don't know if
we'll be able to continue that gen-tie strai ght nort heast
into the substation or if APS is going to want it to run
straight north and then cone in fromthe west to the
substation. That's still to be determ ned.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

MR. CROCKETT: And then the third, as |ong as
we're on these, Justin, if you can nove us up to the
third. And, Justin, is it possible to enlarge this on
the screen a little bit?

MR MNER You're asking difficult questions.

' m | ooking at Word, |I'msorry.
MR, CROCKETT: GCkay. You know what, | think
we're --
MR MNER W can try this.
MR CROCKETT: We'll see. Oh, nuch better.
MR MNER Is that better?
MR CROCKETT: It is.

So, Chairman Stafford, if you | ook kind of in
the center of the inage, you'll see a road, Obed Road,
that is a road that runs north and south. Qur project
substation is to the west, the green box that you see,
and that is all private land. So we're proposing two
sign | ocations, one that would be as you're driving south

on Cbed Road, one as you're driving north. Then as you

go west, I'msorry, as you go east into the APS

substation, again, that's all on -- that's all on private

| and, and you see -- what you see, the wash there is

actually the Little Colorado R ver that runs -- yeah,

ki nd of snakes along. So there isn't -- you know, unless
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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you were to be on an ATV on private |and, there woul dn't
be any way to get back into that area.

So, again, we think that the two signs that
we're proposing will provide notice to anyone
that -- that travels around that area.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And then
what -- what paper are you going to publish in for the
notification?

MR MNER That is -- yeah, I'msorry, Jeff, |
know I didn't give this to you earlier -- it's the

Tri bune of Hol br ook.

12

MR, CROCKETT: So we'll need to publish twice in

t he Tri bune of Hol brook.

CHWN STAFFORD: |Is that weekly or daily?

MR MNER It's biweekly.

CHWN STAFFORD: Bi weekly.

MR MNER Yeah, twice a week.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Al right. So you'l
send us the draft Notice of Hearing in Wrd?

MR, CROCKETT: Yes, we will. W're working on
that. And | think we'll follow the sane format that we
used in the Bel nont case that we did recently.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

Now, the hearing's going to be in Flagstaff?

MR, CROCKETT: It is. It's going to be at the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Little Arerica, and | -- have you stayed there before?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, | have.

MR CROCKETT: | think that will be absolutely a
wonderful place to have a hearing in August in Arizona.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, it will be good to get out
of the Valley, that's for sure.

MR, CROCKETT: | told ny client that typically
we have a nunber of people that attend virtually, but we
may actually have nore commttee nenbers attending in
person at this hearing.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So you'll have
| odgi ng set for thenf

MR, CROCKETT: W do. W' ve already nade
arrangenents with Little Anerica, and |I'Il provide
information to Tod as we have a little bit nore. At the
present tinme we've reserved 15 hotel roonms there. And we
can increase that nunber, if we need to.

We've got a |l arge conference roomfor the
hearing, two snaller conference roons for the breakout.
And we've arranged for |lunch on Monday, breakfast and
| unch on Tuesday, Wdnesday. And, Justin, did we al so do
Thur sday?

MR MNER Yes. W've extended the reservation
t hrough Thur sday, and -- which would nean, you know,
checkout could be Friday norning for the roons.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And so the hearing's
going to be -- the dates we're | ooking at are August 7th
t hrough the 10th, right?

MR CROCKETT: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

MR CROCKETT: But we -- Chairman Stafford, |
expect that this wll go quickly, like sone of the recent
ones, | would expect that we'll be done by the m ddl e of
t he day on Tuesday, probably.

CHWN STAFFORD: Unless we do a tour?

MR CROCKETT: Well, unless we do a tour.

CHWN STAFFORD: We'll see what the pleasure of
the commttee is. But just nake sure you have a pl an
ready to go for -- by the prehearing conference. And so
if we do a tour, it will be that Tuesday norni ng.

MR CROCKETT: Right. W wll plan to submt an
itinerary and a map of tour stops.

And, Justin or Tyler or Trey, howfar is it to
get to the project location fromthe Little Anerica in
Fl agstaff? Do you have an esti nate?

MR MNER It's only about an hour.

MR CROCKETT: Hour drive.

MR MNER From-- fromFlagstaff, yes. Hour,
hour and 15, sonething along those |ines.

MR. CROCKETT: Al right. So, Chairnman

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Stafford, | assune that if we did a physical tour, we'd
be | ooki ng at about a four-hour roundtrip.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah.

MR CROCKETT: We will be presenting a virtual
tour, which | believe wll be adequate to, you know, show
the commttee nenbers really in pretty good detail what
we're tal king about here. But certainly we will be
prepared to do a physical tour if the conmttee votes to
do that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Gkay. And, Tod, what are we
setting the prehearing conference date at?

MR BREWER M. Chairman, we have this
schedul ed for July the 31st at 3:00 p. m

CHWN STAFFCRD: Excell ent.

Al right. So what date do you anticipate
filing the application?

MR CROCKETT: We will file the application a
week fromtonorrow, on Friday, June 23rd.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And so you -- the
sane thing for this one, we'll do the -- when you provide
the draft CEC, | guess it will be two draft CECs, and
then with the conditions listing what the previ ous CEC
t hey adopted cont ai ned.

MR CROCKETT: We will do that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. W'Ill do public coment,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21254A-23-0184-00222 PREFILING CONFERENCE 06/15/2023 16

we have it set for 5:30 that evening.

Ckay. Do you know if any public officials wll
be participating in this?

MR CROCKETT: | will ask either Tyler or Trey
or Justin, are you aware of any public officials that
woul d be interested in attending to nake public comment ?

MR HOFFBUHR: Not that |'m aware of, no. |
mean, based on how the County permtting process went, it
was pretty uncontentious overall. Not a |ot of feedback
or input.

MR CROCKETT: Yeah, Chairman Stafford, that's a
good point. They have been -- they have obtained a
special use permt for this project, so that went through
the County process. So they've been aware of this
project for sone tinme now.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So you've already
recei ved a special use permt, then?

MR MNER That's correct. Yeah, we received
it on Septenber 13th.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So for the hearing
itself, | assume we'll have the sane AV teamthat sets it
all up and have access to Zoom for people to renpte in
and for -- and have all the exhibits available on the
tablets for the nenbers?

MR CROCKETT: Yes, that's Peak Audio, and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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that's who we're using, and we wll follow the sane
protocol as we have in other hearings.

CHWN STAFFORD: So we need only two hard copies
of the exhibits, one for ne and one for the court
reporter.

MR. CROCKETT: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: And what was the filing fee for
this one?

MR CROCKETT: $1, 000.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So, as you know, the
Conmmi ssion's obligated by the statute to pay the costs of
transcri bing and reporting the hearing, as well as the
actual necessary expenses of the menbers in connection
wth the participation. They often run over that, so --

MR CROCKETT: Yeah, we -- we will do that. And
we wll -- 1"ve already got a phone call in to Nancy
Law ence at the Conmi ssion to make arrangenents with the
busi ness office for the financial arrangenents.

CHWN STAFFORD: To replenish the fund with --
It's supposed to cover the costs, but it never seens to
quite nake it.

MR CROCKETT: [It's in 1972 doll ars.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, exactly. Yeah, a thousand

dollars -- | think we did the math, |ooked it up one
time, Tod and | did it, | think in'71 when the statute
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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was passed to today's dollars is about $7,800, so it's
quite the difference.

All right. So then we'll have the transcripts
fromthe hearing three days after, and then --

MR CROCKETT: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- are there any other issues or
concerns that we need to address?

MR, CROCKETT: Let nme | ook quickly at ny notes.

You know, one thing | wanted to talk to you
about, in ternms of the affected jurisdictions, certainly
Navaj o County is one. W're sort of throw ng BNSF
Railroad i nto that bucket, because we cross their
right-of-way. 1It's not entirely clear to ne fromthe
statute whether they are, in fact, an affected
jurisdiction. But do you have an opinion on that?

CHWN STAFFCORD: | think they're not, but it
doesn't hurt to nake sure they're aware of it, because
you are going to have to get perm ssion to cross their
tracks, though, so --

MR. CROCKETT: So if you' re okay wth that, |
think we'll have one affected jurisdiction, which is
Navaj o County, but we'll make sure that BNSF is aware of
t he application.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Okay. Excellent.

MR CROCKETT: And, let's see, that's -- that's

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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all I had on ny list, Chairman Stafford.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. | think that's
everything on ny list as well.

Tod, is there anything el se?

MR, BREVER: No, M. Chairman. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, thank you very
much, Jeff. | look forward to having a hearing outside
of Phoeni x i n August.

MR CROCKETT: Yeah, |I'mlooking forward to that
nyself. This wll be alittle better than the Hilton
Inn & Suites in Avondal e.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, indeed, it wll.

MR, CROCKETT: Al right. WlIl, thank you very

nmuch.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Wth that, we are
adj our ned.
MR. CROCKETT: Thanks, everyone.
(The hearing concluded at 3:22 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE | T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs were
t aken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
bligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACJA 7-206
(1) (g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoeni x, Arizona, this
nd day of July, 2023.

0
(

Wi Bk

ROBI N L. B. OSTERODE, RPR
CA CSR No. 7750
AZ CR No. 50695

* * * * *

| CERTIFY that d ennie Reporting Services, LLC,
has conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9g) (1) through (6).

s D

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Regi stered Reporting Firm
Arizona RRF No. R1035
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